PREFACE
since Poland, 1914-1931:, was published the political aspect of
Europe has changed enormously, if not totally, the most signifi-
cant feature being the successful challenge to "Versailles men-
tality" by Germany. In 1931 France was the most heavily-armed
Power, and she was supported by Poland and the Little Entente.
German rearmament was not a serious factor, and high politics
were still governed, notwithstanding some protests, by the Treaty
of Versailles and the related treaties constituting the "New
Europe" which came out of the World War. The League of
Nations, under the Covenant, was still considered the sure shield
of peace, despite the non-adherence of the United States and the
opposition of Soviet Russia. In 1936 it is plain that the colossal
rearmament of Germany has altered all political values. The
invalidation of the Versailles Treaty proceeds apace under the
unrelenting pressure of Herr Hitler. The League is discredited;
the victory of Signor Mussolini over it and Abyssinia, with the
dropping of the sanctions, has demonstrated alike its impotence
and the strength of Italy, whose collaboration with Germany
gives added weight to both in forming a Central European Block.
No longer isolated and now formidably armed, Soviet Russia
plays on the other side a considerable part in Europe through
pacts of mutual assistance with France and Czechoslovakia, but
is held in check in Asia by Japan- Poland cannot but be profoundly
affected by the changed situation—and this all the more because
of the death of Marshal Pilsudski in 1935* For years he had con-
trolled her policy abroad, as well as at home, and his disappear-
ance from the scene suggested the'end of a period in Polish
history. The question arose of his successor or successors, a
question of cardinal importance, and not to Poland alone. The
answer was given in the summer of 1936, General Rydz-Smigly
becoming quasi-dictator, with the consent of the President.
Five most eventful years had passed since my book on Poland
appeared; during them much of special interest had taken place in
the internal affairs of that country, as, for instance, the establish-

